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S o u th w e s te r n  R o d e o  T eam s p la c e  f ir s t
SHANNON LORD ropes calf at the 1988 National College Rodeo.
By BETH KING
(Student Writer)
After returning from the Na­
tional College Rodeo in June, 
where the women’s team placed 
first, the Southwestern rodeo 
team seems to be 'running things’ 
as both the men and women’s 
team finished first last weekend 
in the season opener at Pratt 
Community College.
The women's team placed over 
Northwestern for first place with a 
total of 145 points. All together 
the women placed 14 times in 
various events.
Shannon Lord won the All 
Around placing in all three events 
she entered. Lord placed first in 
goat tying, fourth in break-away 
roping, and third in team roping.
Lesa Arnold finished first in the 
barrel racing average and Annesa 
Musil finished fourth. R'nee 
Monroe split second, third/fourth 
in the first go of the break-away 
roping.
The men’s team did equally as 
well placing first as a team over 
Ft. Scott. SWOSU ended the com­
petition with 315 points to Ft. 
Scott’s 255. The SWOSU team 
placed 18 times in the competi­
tion.
Bradley Goodrich placed well as 
he finished second in the all 
around, first in steer wrestling, 
third in the long-go calf roping 
and second-third split in the steer 
roping average.
In the bareback competition.
Brian Hawk finished first in the 
average. Bliss Mayhan had a 
third-fourth split in the short-go 
while Shannon Lee won the 
average in calf roping while 
Michael Mullins also placed with 
second place in the long-go.
Steer roping brought in even 
more points as J.D. Crouse finish­
ed second in the short-go. Jimijon 
Smith placed fourth in bronc 
riding for SWOSU.
Ken Matheson and Vic Mor­
rison received second place in 
team roping. John Opie, and his 
partner from Northwestern, took 
first in the long-go of the team 
roping.
Donald Owens showed his 
strength as he took first in the bull 
riding average.
Commenting on the weekend 
rodeo, Dr. Don Mitchell said, 
“ The women's team didn't draw 
well but performed up to expecta­
tion. I’m pleased with some of the 
junior college recruits. The men 
performed well. I was pleased 
with Brian Hawk, Brad Goodrich, 
and Donald Owens. 1 believe the 
team will be stronger when John 
Opie and Blis Mayhan get back to 
full strength after coming back 
from injuries.”
Mitchell feels several schools 
have quite a bit of talent in both 
the men and women’s teams. He 
also predicts that Northwestern 
will be the main competition for 
the women’s team and Ft. Scott 
for the men.
Hamric takes homecoming crown
TRACY  HAMRIC, 1988 SWOSU Homecoming Queen
By JERRY HAYES
(Student Writer)
‘‘I was having too much fun to 
be nervous,” said Tracy Hamric, 
1988 Homecoming Queen for 
Southwestern. "Many people 
asked me if I was nervous and the 
thought never really crossed my 
mind.”
Hamric indicated that she has 
been on stage many times before 
as a dancer.
“ It was kinda like doing 
something I've done before so 
maybe that's why I wasn’t too 
nervous.”
"Waiting for the top five to be 
announced  did make me 
nervous," Hamric stated.The call 
was supposed to come at six, but 
my phone didn't ring till eight.
"When 6:30 came around I was 
about to give up on being a 
finalist. 1 kept looking at the
phone saying ‘ring ring.’ I decid­
ed that I wasn’t a finalist, then I’d 
stare at the phone again,” 
Hamric said laughing.
Hamric estimated that she may 
have gotten 20 hours sleep in the 
last week.
"I would go to bed around mid­
night and just watch the clock roll 
around to 3 or 4 in the morning.”
Hamric was sponsored by 
Alpha Kappa Psi and then later 
co-sponsored by the Accounting 
Club. Hamric indicated her sur­
prise at the second nomination 
from the club, as well as her em- 
barassment.
"My face just turned red when 
they made the announcement at 
the meeting. 1 really didn’t know 
what to say.”
As for the ceremony itself, 
Hamric was pleased for the crowd 
that showed up for the football
team showing their support.
"Everyone seems to go home 
on weekends and not too many 
make it to the games. I’m glad to 
see people showing their support 
for all the work they have done.”
One of the things Hamric look­
ed forward to was the perfor­
mance by the band.
“ They have been working all 
week on a special performance 
and I couldn’t wait to see it,” 
Hamric stated with her usual high 
level of enthusiasm.
“ The one thing I remember 
hearing while the crown was be­
ing put on was all the guys yelling 
‘Bernie, Bernie, B e rn ie . '”  
Hamric laughed and explained 
Bernie Anderson is her boyfriend.
Hamric, a junior from Mineral 
Wells, TX, said her long range 
goal is to become an accountant 
for the IRS.
SWOSU stu d en t v o ices n eed  for an 18 club
By BETH KING
(Student Writer)
Is not having an 18 club actually 
hurting Southwestern and. in 
turn, hurting the town of 
Weatherford?
After the closing of Zak's, the 
only rock and roll club who allow­
ed 18 year olds, students who 
looked forward to going dancing 
and having a place to meet people 
now find themselves having no 
where to go.
If a university wants to increase 
enrollment or keep up the current 
numbers it needs to have 
something to offer students 
besides classes and school ac­
tivities.
Zak s. which averaged approx­
imately 300 people each provided 
the extra curricular activity for 
many students. After studying all 
week, going out is often welcom­
ed and waited for.
If possible recruits hear that 
there is no place to go out to 
dance or simply listen to an occa­
sional live band, why would they 
choose SWOSU unless they were 
studying an area that this univer­
sity specializes in. Other univer­
sities of the same size, cost, and 
reputation have a so-called ‘night 
life' to offer students. How does 
SWOSU or Weatherford plan on 
fighting back?
Zaks was not closed because of 
anything the university or official­
ly. the town did. But it is very
possible both will suffer from it 
even though the results may not 
be evident immediately.
No matter what the reason for 
its closing, it is sure to affect 
enrollment and the school's 
public relations whether the ad­
ministration is willing to admit it 
or not. The numbers may not be 
drastic in difference and it may be 
just a few students w ho are turn­
ed off by Weatherford's idea of a 
‘night life' or lack of it. But if the 
school and town don't try to pro­
vide for the few then the few will 
eventually add up.
What can the school or town do 
to fix the situation and provide a 
place for those not born before 
1967? The Chamber could en­
courage new businesses who 
would be interested in opening 
such a club. Also support from
both the university and towns 
people would aid in getting a new 
Continued on Page 6
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Thoughts
By DUKE SIMMONS
Greetings, faithful readers! It's 
the Dukester with yet another 
issue of "Thoughts” . This week, 
I'm going to give you my observa­
tions of our own Oklahoma State 
Fair.
No matter how many times I go 
to the state fair, it's different 
every time. The fair offers 
something for everyone and 
everyone leaves with something, 
though the something you leave 
with may have been acquired 
from the food. Speaking of food, 
there is nowhere on earth where a 
greater variety of foods may be 
found than at the state fair. There 
are delicious delicacies ranging 
from ‘‘teriyaki-on-a-bun” to 
“carp-on-a-stick” . You know the 
food is bad when the booth lists 
"Pepto Bismei” as one of their 
drinks.
The most exciting part of the 
fair has to be the rides. Where
else in the world can you pay ap­
proximately three dollars to ride 
on an amusement ride held 
together with baling wire and 
operated by a guy that looks like 
an ex-mass murderer.
Let's not forget the Midway, 
the armpit of the state fair. I love 
walking down the Midway and 
listening to men and women 
scream how easy it is to win 
gargantuan stuffed animals for 
just a dollar. What is so attractive 
about losing money on a game all 
in the pursuit of a stupid stuffed 
animal? Don’t you just love it 
when the guy running the booth, 
who smells like he hasn't bathed 
since his birth, can win the game 
but you can’t.
Well, that’s all for this week. 
Until the next issue, study hard 
because midterms are just around 
the corner and don't drink and 
drive.
SOCIAL FRATERNITIES at Southwestern Oklahoma State University at Weatherford are guided by the 
Interfraternity Council which is made up o f representatives from each fraternity. Officers o f the 1988-89IFC 
are (front from left): David Webb, Guymon, Sigma Tau Gamma, secretary-treasurer; Jessy Pearcy, Maud, 
Sigma Tau Gamma, representative; Mitch Fuller, Cordell, Tau Kappa Epsilon, president; and Je ff Hass, 
Sapulpa, Sigma Tau Gamma, representative. Back row-Mark Bollenbach, Tulsa Metro Christian Academy, 
Tau Kappa Epsilon, representative; Montie Heitschmidt, Oklahoma City Putnam City West, Tau Kappa Ep­




Hello Greek readers! I hope 
everyone had a great homecoming 
weekend.
The Gamma Phi's upcoming 
events for the week include the 
Big Sis/Li'l Sis night, Oct. 5, and 
the Panhellenic Barbecue, Oct. 6. 
Gamma Phi Beta would like to 
thank Tommy Simms, at the 
Sonic, for allowing them to have a 
successful fundraiser. They also 
thank all those who made a con­
tribution. The pledge class of­
ficers are: Tonya Richmond,
president: Shannon Tilt, vice- 
p resid en t; C hristie  Peery, 
tre a su re r ; A ngela Burke, 
secretary; Tyanne Taylor, social 
chairman, and Shaunda Loyd, 
assistant social chairman.
Tau Kappa Epsilon had a good 
turn out of alumni for their 
homecoming activities. For those 
who want their MTV. the TKE's 
will be bringing their MTV peti­
tion before the city council. 
Follow-up information on the
results of the meeting will be 
given in a future column.
Congratulations to Sigma Kap­
pa on their five new pledges, 
They are: Marci Bennett, Lori 
Christensen, Courtney Mattiew, 
Colleen Morris, and Shana Watts.
Pi Kappa Alpha is busy with 
the new house, located at the cor­
ner of College and Broadway 
streets. Congratulations men!
All fraternities are currently 
participating in the intramural 
football games. All support at 
those games is greatly ap­
preciated.
Have a great week!
If you like jazz, you won't 
want to miss the informal con­
cert on Wednesday, Oct. 5 at 7 
p.m. Jazz ensembles B and C 
will be in concert in the Fine 
Arts 102.
The concert is free of charge 
and every one is welcome to at­
tend.
Fashion Forum
By BECKY GREEN COMBS
(S tudent Writer)
The return of real clothes for 
real people provides one of the 
most important developments in 
fall/winter fashions for 1988. No 
longer are unusual fashions in 
style. This season pick practical, 
but fun-to-wear clothes. Look for 
wearability rather than gags in 
clothing styles.
The strongest trend for women- 
the return of the pant or trouser. 
Yes, pants are back and accep­
table for almost every occasion.
Italian designers, the main 
force behind reviving the pant, 
have made them once again, a 
staple for your wardrobe. Other 
designers also featured pants or 
trousers, in all their fall/winter 
fashion shows in Paris.
Pants range in style from the 
straight and slim to the full in the 
hips and thighs that taper to hug 
the ankles. This last style, the
popular “ peg-leg," from the fif­
ties is again sweeping the fashion 
world for both sexes.
Yet, another pants style revival 
appears in the return to the pant 
skirts of the sixties. Very full and 
loose, they resemble gouchos or 
split skirts.
Not only have pants made a 
comeback, but jackets, too, have 
become hotter than ever-except 
for one major change-short.
Boleros, riding styles and 
sh a rp ly -p o in ted  sp en ce rs  
dominate this seasons jacket 
styles. Bold geometric or patch- 
work designs added to the short 
jacket constitutes a true fashion 
find.
Don't forget accessories! In­
dian rug patterns and beautiful 
neutral colored wool challis 
scarves make excellent choices. 
Fabric content and brand names 
influence prices. A wonderful 
feeling material, priced moderate­
ly, with exquisite draping poten­
tial; wool challis makes the 
perfect selection.
A square scarf, makes the best 
choice, because of the vast ver­
satility of a square shape. Can’t 
tie a scarf? Don’t know the dif­
ferent styles, when to use a scarf 
clip or pin? Find answers to these 
questions and more in my next 
column.
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Editorial
By MARY McCAULEY
To attend a higher educational 
institution is a privilege, not a 
right. Being able to promote 
SWOSU is a privilege.
D uring the s ta te  fa ir 
Southwestern had a booth in the 
Made In Oklahoma building. 
Students were given the oppor­
tunity to represent the university 
and talk with fellow citizens about 
the “ campus on the hill." Are you
thinking, "How boring to sit in a 
booth and talk to people about 
school"? I disagree. There are 
many highschoolers and parents 
interested in just what SWOSU 
has to offer them.
Even with the tuition increase, 
Southwestern is still a prestigious 
institution. I was pleased to say, 
“yes, that literature is correct. 
Our tuition is lower than most 
universities and our quality of
education is still top rate."
A question often asked by 
future freshmen was about the 
dormitories. Again, I proudly 
answered the figures were correct 
and that they could experience 
campus life in the dorms and not 
have to sacrifice that exciting ex­
perience of college.
The fact is that SWOSU is still a 
university that students and 






When ‘Slippery When Wet' 
came out two years ago, I was 
happy with it at first glance. It 
contained many good songs and I 
respected Jon.
Later I learned he went to high 
schools all over and asked the opi­
nion of the teen crowd. If they 
said change something, he did. 
He did this again. Fifty high 
school students in Vancouver, 
British, Columbia picked out two 
songs of the 22 Jon had written 
that otherwise would not have 
made it. Though the style is 
harder and somewhat different 
from ‘Slippery,’ they do parallel 
each other.
Still, I have to admit, the music 
is good. I wasn’t going to buy 
‘New Jersey’ because of Jon’s 
teen orientation. But it was there, 
and the sale caught my attention, 
so I bought it expecting to hate it. 
Make sense?
The first song, “ Lay Your 
Hands On Me" gets the tape off 
to a fast start, and a good one. In 
all honesty, no song stands out or 
holds him back. Each song is 
distinctive and stands on its own, 
but all sounds like Bon Jovi.
The ones I find myself listening 
to over and over are "Blood on 
Blood” , "Stick to Your Guns” 
and " I’ll Be There For You.”
“ Blood on Blood” may make 
you wonder what he sings about. 
Well, I'll tell you. Nah, I’ll let Jon 
tell you.
"I can still remember, when 1 
was just a kid,
"When friends were forever, 
and what you said was what you 
did.
“ Well, it was me Danny and 
Bobby, we cut each others hands,
“ And held tight to a promise, 
only brothers understand"
This kinda gives you an idea of 
the song. Blood brothers growing 
up and always being there for 
each other.
"Stick to Your Guns,” another 
cowboy song that fades into a 
song that tells you to hold tight to 
what you believe. “ I’ll be There 
for You” will be one of his bigger 
hits off ‘New Jersey’, but only one 
in a string of many. My one com­
plaint with this song is that it 
reminds me of an old song 1 can’t 
quite remember. The style seems 
to be the same as something I’ve 
heard before and someday I’ll 
remember what.
The song itself is slow, sort of. 
It starts off slow, maintains a slow
rhythm, but moves fast. Make 
sense?
Most have heard ‘‘Bad 
Medicine.” This song will be the 
faster hit, "Lay Your Hands on 
Me" has the potential to be right 
up there with it. It will get you 
moving.
"Homebound Train” won’t 
ever see the light of radio but can 
flat get things going. "99 in the 
Shade” is plain and simple fun 
song that’s hard not to like. Writ­
ten to be a funtime summertime 
song, but a bit late for it.
Jon speeds this one up a little 
from ‘Slippery When Wet' but 
still maintains a slow, distinctive 
edge in places. He still has yet to 
hit the originality of his debut, but 
‘New Jersey’ is another good Bon 
Jovi release. Get your concert 
tickets quickly.
I don't know if it will do as well 
as ‘Slippery’, but it should. ‘New 
Jersey' is better than ‘Slippery 
When Wet’ and '7800 Degrees 
Farenheit’ comes very close to his 
self-titled opener. Give it a nine.
BY MARY McCAULEY
(Student Writer)
The Student Association would like to take this opportunity to 
provide information to the readers of THE SOUTHWESTERN 
and tell a little bit about your student government.
First, the student sentate meetings are held every Thursday 
beginning at 5:10 downstairs in the student union. The meetings 
are open to the public and President David Wright encourages 
students to attend. For more information call the student senate 
office.
A new amendment has been added to the constitution. The 
amendment states that if any class is not represented by a presi­
dent, the student association president can appoint a president for 
that class.
The Fall Budget for 1988 is submitted and approved as follows:
S T U D E N T  S E N A T E  F A L L  B U D G E T
REVENUES
Est. Student Fees (4,000 x 2.50) $10,000













Bulldog (live mascot) 100
Bulldog suit 1,000













TOTAL EXPENSES $14,700The Circle K club will be 
meeting on Thursday, Oct. 6, 
in room 107 in the Math and 
Business Building at 5:30 p.m.
C L A S S IF IE D  A D S
DARRIN MILES KNOX
“Darrin”
Born: Aug. 27, 1969 
Died: May 21, 1988
Survivors: Doris Hickox, 
mother; Alvin Hickox, hus­
band; Gary Knox, father; and 
Christian, sister.
Hometown: Beuna Vista, CO
The following is a poem read 
at the memorial service:
Death is nothing at all. I 
have only slipped away into the 
next room. Whatever we were 
to each other, we still are. Call 
me by my old familiar name. 
Speak to me in the same easy 
way you always have. Laugh as 
we always laughed at the little 
jokes we enjoyed together. 
Play, smile, think o f me, pray 
for me.
Life means all that it ever 
meant. It is the same as it 
always was. There is absolute 
unabroken continuity. Why 
should I be out o f your mind 
because I  am out o f your sight? 
I am but waiting for you, for 
an interval somewhere very 
near, just around the corner.
All is well. Nothing is past. 
Nothing has been lost. One 
brief moment and all will be as 
it was before-only better. In­




Born: Feb. 12, 1968 
Died: June 5, 1988 
Daughter of Carl and Jan 
Love originally from Burns 
Flat.
The following is a poem 
Cathy gave to her best friend, 
Sherry Lodes last summer:
God knew I  needed someone to 
teach me many things 
So He allowed my path to cross 
yours
And permitted us to have a 
deepening friendship 
He knew that we could share 
alike the beauties o f nature 
So He gave us one perfect day 
to enjoy the trees, the sky, 
the water
And because God realized we 
could help each other in 
many ways we were not even 
aware o f
He allowed us to have a unique 
relationship
Delightful in its simplicity. 
Enjoyable in its freedom o f 
expression
Now if he sees it best to plan us 
separate paths again,
We will always remember the 
times when together we 
learned easily
The meaning o f true friend­
ship.
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HOMECOMING Queen and 
escorts are (from left) Cheri 
Hamilton, Duane Lewis, Tracy 
Hamric, Bret Mouse, Drenda 
Herron, Jeff Cooper, Mary Mc­
Cauley, David Wright, Susie 
Wenk and Matt Bmnson.
JFAN NA FOSSETT, Southwestern cheerleader, keeps warm by doing her part to push the Bulldogs to 
their eventual 6-0 victory.
WONDERBOY TAILBACK Alan King finds out firsthand why the 
Bulldogs have their 3-1 record. A tough defense held the seventh ranked 
team scoreless.
1988 SWOSU Homecoming
A F TE R  M A N Y  H O U RS spent in preparation, the Bulldog band members have a right to smile after their 
homecoming performance.
STRONG SAFETY David Johnson introduces himself to tailback 
Alan King. Johnsons hit was hard enough to make the referee come 




Ally son Reynolds 
Monte York
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TRACY HAMRIC o f Mineral 
Wells, Texas, was chosen 
Homecoming Queen for 1988-89. 
When asked about being nervous 
on the stage, Hamric indicated she 
was having too much fun to be 
nervous.
JEANNA FOSSETT keeps the 
crowd involved by throwing 
special homecoming footballs out 
to the crowd. Boxes o f the little 
footballs were on hand to be 
distributed to the crowd.
offers som ething for everyon e
THE SWOSV DANCE COMPANY performed during the assembly Friday. The first number was a com­
bination with the cheerleaders and this number, the second, was done in their new outfits.
MAN Y OF THE CAPACITY CROWD members waved at the cheerleaders hoping for a homecoming 
football to be  thrown their way.
SHOWING SELF-SUPPORT, Brandy wears his shirt doing 
everything he can to get Into the white house.
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Deadline announced
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University sophomores interested 
in a career in government service 
at the federal, state, or local level 
are invited to apply for a 1989 
Harrv S. Truman Scholarship.
Established by Congress in 
1975, the Harry S. Truman 
Scholarship Foundation operates 
on ongoing educational scholar­
ship program designed to provide 
opportunities for outstanding 
U.S. students with potential 
leadership ability for careers in 
government service.
In April 1989, the Foundation 
will award 105 Scholarships na­
tionally. The DEADLINE for all 
1989 applications is December 1, 
1989.
Southwestern Oklahoma State
University can nominate three 
students for the 1989 competition.
The Scholarship award covers 
eligible expenses up to $7,000 per 
year for the junior year, the senior 
year, and two years of graduate 
study.
To be eligible, a student must 
be a full-time sophomore working 
toward or planning to pursue a 
baccalaureate degree, having a 
"B" average or equivalent, stand 
in the upper fourth of the class, 
and be a U.S. citizen or U.S. na­
tional heading toward a career in 
government.
Interested students should con­
tact Professor Gary Tompkins, 
Truman Scholarship Faculty 
R ep resen ta tiv e , E ducation 
Building, office 208-3, by October 
28
SCA MEMBERS print local business windows with homecoming pictures.Continued from Page 1
club or the reopening of the 
already existing Zaks.
The students who are already 
enrolled may also affect the town 
in negative ways. At a club, 
minors are not allowed to drink, at 
a party no one will stop them. 
Students who before paid to get 
into Zaks are now paying for kegs. 
How do they get to these kegs? 
They drive, which also means 
they probably drive home, only 
when the beer is gone.
If they are driving and drink­
ing, that means more drunk 
drivers driving around town, pro­
bably with a beer still in hand, 
looking for “ the party." At least 
at the club they were in one place,
not driving. Students who choose 
to drive around while they drink 
are also commiting the crime of 
open container. There is no liquor 
allowed in 18 clubs except that 
which is purchased at the club 
and only to those over 21.
Are the town and school ready 
to face the reality that almost 
three-fourths of the SWOSU 
students are under 21 and want 
someplace to go and that they 
may not want to wait until their 
21st birthday to get into Cowboys.
Whether those under 21 will 
wait around will have to be seen, 
but we must get them to SWOSU 
first and then keep them here. 
This means offering something 
more than a night life of pep 
rallies and night classes.
Fall Home Ec. conference held
The 1988 Fall Conference of the 
Student Member Section of the 
Oklahoma Home Economics 
Association, was held Sept. 23 
and 24, in Miami, OK.
Becky Green Combs, a senior at 
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University and state president of 
SMS-OHEA, presided over the 
meetings.
Angela King, a junior, served 
as state 2nd vice-chairman, and
Brenda Patterson, a senior, serv­
ed as state legislative chairman. 
Both are SWOSU students.
Other SWOSU students and ad­
visers attended: Dr. Virginia
Dick, Dr. Keren Miller, Becky 
Rott, Vicki Saathoff, and Amy 
Duggins.
The fall conference theme was 
“ Your Career Directions.” A 
panel consisting of seven home- 
economics and related occupa­
tions professionals answered 
delegates’ questions first in a 
group and later in one-on-one ses­
sions.
Sandra Flinton, President of 
the Oklahoma Home Economics 
Association, spoke at the lun­
cheon Saturday.
Over 70 students and advisers 
re p re sen te d  m ost of the 
Oklahoma colleges and univer­
sities.
SWOSU's Lambda Omicron 
Chapter of Sigma Tau Delta 
National English Honor Socie­
ty will host a reception for 
Language Arts faculty and for 
present and prospective 
chapter members in the 
Skyview Room at the Student 
Union on Oct. 11 from 4-5 
p.m.
The Young Republicans will 
hold a meeting on Oct. 12 at 
7:00 p.m. The meeting place is 
room 103 in the Education 
building. Anyone interested in 
current political issues will 
benefit from this organization. 
Dr. Kitchen is the sponsor and 
Mr. Tom Brown serves as 
president.
Assembly draws capacity crowd
By HEATHER MAGEE
(S tudent Writer)
A capacity crowd filled SWOSU 
fine arts auditorium last Friday as 
students and faculty members at­
tended the annual homecoming 
assembly.
After the National Anthem, the 
invocation and the alma mater; 
the SWOSU dance team and 
cheerleaders performed a routine 
to Bob Seger's “ Old Time Rock
and Roll” .
Southwestern’s head football 
coach, Paul Sharp, then introduc­
ed each member of the football 
team.
"This is a team that you can be 
very proud of,” he said, "it's  
your team and they have worked 
tremendously hard, they have a 
lot of pride, and they want-in the 
worst way-to have a great year 
for this school.”
After the football players had 
been introduced, the dance team 
performed one more routine and it 
was then time for the coronation 
of the 1988 Homecoming Queen, 
Tracy Hamric of Mineral Wells, 
TX. Tracy was escorted by Brett 
Mouse, and received the crown 
from the 1987 homecoming 
queen, Cheryl Garman. The 
assembly was then adjourned and 
the homecoming weekend was 
underway.A lot of things have been done wrong because the folks doing 
them didn't want to admit they didn’t know how.
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Sports
Johnson and d efen se  lead SWOSU to 6-0 hom ecom ing victory
SOUTHWESTERN'S JOHN McCOY (#13) is right on top o f a 
Wonder Boy. McCoy has 9 tackles and 17 assists so far this season.
By ALLYSON REYNOLDS
(Sports Editor)
Sheer joy could be seen on the 
faces of the Bulldogs and their 
fans Saturday as Southwestern 
posted a homecoming victory of 
6-0 over the Arkansas Tech 
Wonder Boys, their first shutout 
since homecoming 1980.
David Johnson, strong safety 
for the Bulldogs, was the man of 
the hour as he returned a blocked 
field goal attempt 75 yards for the 
only score of the game. “ I didn’t 
know it 'til it hit me. I was man­
ning the tight end. and I had my
eye on him. I saw him block down, 
and then I felt it thud. I was ex­
tremely excited,” Johnson said of 
the touchdown. "The opportunity 
to score doesn’t happen much for 
a defensive back.”
Going into Saturday's game, 
Arkansas Tech was ranked 
seventh in the nation, and 
Southwestern was ranked 20th. 
Southwestern’s defense, who was 
ranked second in the NAIA before 
the game, held the Wonder Boys 
to only 149 total offense. The 
secondary's tight coverage of 
Wonder Boy passes resulted in
the completion of only five of 23 
attempts. Two interceptions were 
made by Southwestern's Billy 
Phillips and Shawn Peters. "I feel 
like our defense came together 
beautifully. We did exactly what 
we thought we could do. We 
didn’t allow them to do what they 
like to do. Coach Sharp has come 
up with the best defensive game 
plans for the teams we're 
playing,” said Johnson. “ It’s 
really great knowing that you can 
shutout a team that averages 30 
points a game.”
Most of the Bulldogs’ 218 yards 
were gained by running the ball 
via James Hicks and Jay Mon­
dick. Hicks ran the ball for 99 
yards on 23 carries. Mondick, who 
replaced Todd Hudson late in the 
first quarter, carried the ball 19 
times for 73 yards.
Running 106 yards for the 
Wonder Boys on 31 carries was 
Alan King. Quarterbacking most 
of the game for Arkansas was 
Chad Harbison. He completed 
five of those 21 passes for a total 
of 54 yards.
Southwestern territory was the 
scene for the first quarter as the 
Bulldog offense had a hard time 
getting very far, and Sohn 
Seifried’s punts were going into a 
strong, northeasterly 20 mph 
wind.
Arkansas took their fourth 
possession of the ball on their own 
48-yard line following a 27 yard 
punt by Seifried. On a third down 
and ten, pass interference was 
called on Southwestern and the 
Wonder Boys received an auto­
m atic firs t down on the 
Southwestern 45 yard-line.
A series of penalties ensued, 
and Arkansas was returned to 
their 48-yard line. Harbison com­
pleted a 23-yard pass to Paul 
Wood, putting the Wonder Boys 
on Southwestern's 29. Johnson 
sacked H arbison, and the 
Bulldogs pushed the Wonder
Boys back nine yards.
Harbison ran for eight yards 
back to Southwestern's 30-yard 
line to set up a 47-yard field goal 
attempt for John Hays. Freshman 
Bulldog Terrence Richardson 
blocked the field goal, and sent 
the ball flying into Johnson’s 
hands. Johnson took off down the 
sideline and scored with five 
seconds left in the first quarter.
Jim George attempted two 
Southwestern field goals of 48 and 
24 yards in the second quarter, 
but missed them. An attempt of 
41 yards in the third quarter was 
blocked by Oscar Heard.
B ulldog te r r ito ry  was 
penetrated only twice by the 
Wonder Boys in the last three 
quarters of the game, but Arkan­
sas never got any further than 
Southwestern’s 47-yard line. 
Their greatest penetration of the 
entire game was on the 23-yard 
pass which eventually set up the 
David Johnson touchdown.
With just over a minute left in 
the game, Southwestern received 
the ball back on the Arkansas 
47-yard line, but allowed the clock 
to run out.
In an afternoon filled with 
punts, Seifried’s average went 
down from 32.5 to 29.8 yards per 
punt. Seifried punted nine times 
for a total of 224 yards. His long 
punt of 63 yards came in the third
quarter. None of his punts were 
returned. King punted the ball 11 
times for a 40.5 yard average.
With their third consecutive 
victory under their belt, South­
western will travel to Alamosa, 




ATU 0 0 0 0 _ 0
SWOSU 6 0 0 0 “ 6
Scoring Summary
SWSU-David Johnson 75 return of a blocked 
field goal (kick failed), :05 IQ
Game in Slats
SWSU PSU
10 First Downs 6
54-197 Rushes-Yards 39-95
2-5-21 Passing (c-a-yds) 5-23-54
59-218 Total Plays-Yards 62-149
2- 12 Penaltics-Yards 7-44
3- 2 Fumbles-Lost 1-0
2 Interceptions by 0
9-24.9 Punts-Yards 11-40.5
Rushing: SWSU--James Hicks 23-99. Jay 
Mondick 19-73. Tim Stroud 7-22. Todd Hud­
son 4-5, Norman Terry I-{2); ATU--Alan King 
31-106, Jeff Robertson 1-2, Buddy Conduff 
2-2, Chad Harbison 5-( 15)
Passing: SWSU-Hudson 1-3-8: Mondick 
1-2-13; ATU-Harbison 5-21-54-0-1. Paul 
Watson 0-2-0-0-1
Pass Receiving: SWSU-Bob Ward 1-13, 
Paul Lambert 1-8; ATU-Paul Wood 2-27, 
King 2-14; Conduff 1-13
How SWOSU’s Foes Fared 
East Central beat Ouachita Baptist. 21-7 
Southeastern beat Southern Arkansas. 23-20 
Northeastern lost to Henderson, State, 17-14 
Langston lost to Miles College. Ala.. 7-6 
Northwestern lost to Harding, Ark., 27-14 
Panhandle lost to Benedictine. Kan., 31-20
S p o rts  Talk
By ALLYSON REYNOLDS
(Sports Editor)
Do we have a great football 
team or what?! The last time we 
won Homecoming was in 1986, 
and boy does it feel good to have 
won again this year. Homecoming 
is such an exciting time anyway, 
and winning just makes it all the 
better. Everyone played so well, 
but players I felt did an excep­
tionally good job include A.J 
Johnson, James Hicks, Tirr 
Stroud, John McCoy, and David 
Johnson. Nice job, guys.
Speaking of David, y’all be sure 
and read the story on him on Page 
8. David was just the greatest to 
interview!
Homecoming was the second 
game that I've experienced from 
the sidelines. I'm telling you, that 
is quite the experience! I've 
decided that I want to play tackle.
I realize that perhaps I’m a little 
smaller than the average tackle, 
and the fact that I'm a girl might 
get in the way, but that just seems 
like the most intense job on the 
field-next to the cornerback. It 
would be too much!
When I interviewed Cecil 
Perkins, he mentioned some 
academic changes that were tak­
ing place in the NAIA. I recently 
read about those in the Daily 
Oklahoman, and found that I real­
ly like what’s being done. Ap­
parently, incoming freshmen 
athletes have higher academic 
standards to meet than in the 
past, meaning that it’s harder for 
athletes who didn’t have any 
business graduating to come to 
college just to play whatever sport 
it is that they play. I like this. It 
kind of raises the conversational 
ability of some of our athletes. 
Also, the athelte's continued par­
ticipation in his/her sport hinges 
on the continued pursuit of a 
degree, meaning that athletes 
aren’t able to get into college and 
then take 12 hours of underwater 
basketweaving just to be able to 
play. Unfortunately this has met 
with some opposition from various 
coaches and administrators, and 
I’m sure players, around the 
country. Why? Do these men 
want players whose intelligence 
isn’t quite up to par? Is their own 
intelligence up to par? Wish I had 
some answers. Personally, I think 
this is a good thing that the NAIA 
has done. I realize that my en-
(See Talk on Page 9)
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Safety David Johnson tries to do his part from his position
DAV1D JO H N SO N  was Southwestern's man o f  the hour last Satur­
day as a result o f  his touchdown. Johnson was named both District 9 
and OIC Defensive Player o f  the Week.
E D IT O R 'S  N O T E : A f ter re tu rn in g  a b locked  
field goal a tte m p t 75 y a rd s  fo r  a to u c h d o w n  in last 
S a tu rd a y 's  h o m ec o m in g  victory o v er A rk an sas  
le c h , sen io r s tro n g  sa fe ty D av id  Jo h n s o n  em erged  
an  u n ex p ected  h e ro . T h e  story  th a t fo llow s was 
w ritten  las t w eek , b e fo re  the gam e.
By ALLYSON REYNOLDS
(Sports Editor)
"China Spring is really not a 
town. It’s more of a country 
suburb of Waco," says senior 
strong safety David Johnson of 
his hometown, China Spring, 
Texas. "We have a post office, a 
school, and some stores. My first 
10 years we lived in Waco and the 
last 14 we’ve lived in China Spr­
ing. My dad was the superinten­
dent there until the year after I 
graduated. My mom is a teacher. 
I have a sister, Cheryl, who’s a 
teacher, and a brother, Mark, 
who's a bank officer."
Johnson says he was athletic 
"from the beginning! I played lit­
tle league baseball all the way 
through, pee wee football, basket­
ball until baseball started, and 1 
ran track."
"Our high school team was ter­
rible," Johnson remembers. "We 
won five games in two years. My 
freshman and sophomore years 
we were a 2A school and we went 
to state. But we changed to 3A my 
junior year. Being a small school, 
we played both ways. I played 
cornerback and running back. In 
college I moved to safety.
It was a long haul for Johnson, 
getting from China Spring to 
Southwestern. In answer to the 
question how did we get here, 
Johnson scooted up to the edge of 
his seat and said "Are you sure 
you're ready for this?" And with 
a deep breath, he jumped right in. 
"I graduated from high school in
'82. I sat out a year. Then I went 
to Tarrelton State in Stephenville 
in '83. and I stayed there a year. I 
was ineligible my first semester 
so they redshirted me. But I knew 
I didn't want to stay there. My 
college ball really started in ’85 at 
Navarro Junior College in Cor­
sicana. I walked on there and 
played on year. Then I was picked 
up by Southwest Texas State at 
San Marcos. 1 played there in '86, 
but I hated it. and 1 knew I wasn’t 
going to stay there. But I had to 
go to an NAIA school to play two 
more years. So I sat down and 
called schools all over the nation. I 
called West Virginia, even. Then I 
called here and talked to Coach 
Sharp. After hearing my situa­
tion, he asked if 1 had been 
recruited to Southwest Texas bv 
Coach Barr. 1 had, so he called 
Coach Barr, who had recently 
gone to OSU. The next night he
called back and asked if I would 
be interested in coming for a visit. 
Four days la ter. Shannon 
lO’Brien. Johnson's fiancee] and 
I were here. 1 probably wouldn't 
be here if it wasn’t for her.”
"I have lots of family support! 
In the summer. Mom would get 
me up from mv nap to make me 
go run. My brother lifts with me, 
and my sister stretches with me. 
My brother-in-law' has even toss­
ed the ball around with me some. 
Coach Cawthon, the high school 
coach who came right after I left, 
has helped a lot, too. He gave me 
the key to the weight room so my 
brother and I can lift. They’re all 
in there together, and they have 
really helped me. You have to 
give credit where credit is due. 
My grandparents even write me 
letters about how football is go­
ing. I got one just last week from 
my grandmother about Texas 
A&M being put on probation," 
Johnson said.
"I really admired mv junior col­
lege coach, too, because he gave 
me the opportunity to play college 
ball. At the end of my season 
there. Jay [Mondick] and I found 
a depth chart for mv position that 
was 10-deep. And I wasn't even 
on it. But he let me play, and 
eventually I started . That 
could’ve really crushed me if I 
had found that at the beginning of 
the season, but since I found it at 
the end, it was kind of funny," he 
said.
Johnson describes a good 
strong safety as someone who is 
able to provide a lot of run sup­
port. "You've got to be able to 
meet a fullback, or cover a pass. 
Man-to-man coverage is also im­
portant. And sometimes it helps 
to be quick. My stats for this 
season are pretty good because of 
Western New Mexico. They're a 
running team."
"I think a good football player 
is one who gives all he's got dur­
ing games. I don't like people be­
ing negative on the team,” 
Johnson said. "I don't think much 
on the field. You play more than 
you think. You don't want to think 
too much. There is not much dif­
ference in the ivay I am on and off 
the field. I'm not loud on the field. 
If I feel like we're being lazy I'll 
sav something in the defensive
huddle.” He laughed. "I guess 
I'm like the dad out there because 
I'm the oldest.”
"I love everybody on the team. 
But the defense-we're like a 
family we're so close. I love them 
all to death! Especially when 
we're all hitting," Johnson said.
Hitting is a big part of playing 
defense, and Johnson says it one 
of the best parts. " It’s really a 
good feeling when you crush 
somebody and see them laying 
there, or get up slowly. Probably 
my frst really good hit was at
Navarro Junior College on a kick­
off play. Western New Mexico 
was good, too. Pete [Shawn 
Peters] had a lot of what we call 
'dream hits'. I had some good 
ones, but Pete’s were beautiful. 
Quarterback sacks are pretty close 
to a dream hit. It's a nice feeling 
to be able to stunt." Johnson ex­
plained. "Western New Mexico 
w'as one of my best games. I've 
never had 17 tackles and assists in 
one game in my life!"
“ East Texas last year was a 
game I'd like to forget. I played 
my worst game then. Unfor­
tunately it was the only one mv 
parents got to see last year,” 
Johnson said. "It hurts to lose. 
Losing is an aw’ful feeling."
"I expect a real good year for 
us this year. If the defense will 
keep playing the way we have 
been, we’ll be great. I think the 
offense needs to open up. Once 
they have that game," Johnson 
emphasized 'that', "it will last all 
year. We’ve been playing conser­
vative offense the last few games. 
You know, Hicks to the left, Hicks 
to the right. Hicks up the middle. 
I think they just need to cut loose 
a little." Johnson said. "I can't 
change the team and how we 
play, but I try to do my part from 
my position."
"Student support is real impor­
tant. When I look in the stands 
and see a lot of people, it feels 
(See Johnson, Page 9)
NAME: David Johnson 
CLASS: Senior 
HOME: China Spring, Texas 
HEIGHT: 510"
W EIGHT: 208 lbs. 
POSITION: Strong Safety, #45
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Black 'n' Blue e n d s  W arlords d o m in a n ce  o v er  in tram urals
By JEFF PACKHAM
Black -n' Blue has taken the 
first step in stopping the 
Warlord’s dominance in in­
tramural flag football. Black 'n ' 
Blue, now with eight points, 
defeated the Warlords 24-20.
By mixing up running and pass­
ing along with a few trick plays. 
Black ’n ' Blue scored a 
touchdown with less than a 
minute to go to take the lead for 
good. The Warlords had just
taken the lead, 20-18, only a few 
minutes before.
On Black 'n ' Blue’s final 
touchdown, they elected to try for 
two on the extra point. Their 
quarterback rolled left on a run, 
but was illegally tackled before 
reaching the end zone. A brawl 
erupted, and at the end of the 
fighting, two players from each 
team were thrown out of the 
game.
The Warlords had all of their
timeouts left in the final seconds, 
but could not get their offense 
moving. They turned the ball over 
on downs, and Black ’n’ Blue 
recorded their fourth straight vic­
tory without loss.
The game was physical as any 
of the previous games, but there 
was only the one fight. Several 
personal fouls were called, and 
also several tackling and holding 
penalties. The Warlords were 
hurt bv penalties more than Black
’n’ Blue.
The loss left Warlords tied for 
second with two other teams. 
Pikes defeated Apollo’s R and Phi 
Delta Chi beat Rejeks to tie 
Warlords with five points.
As far as the physical part of 
the games, the officials are doing 
a better job of calling holding and 
tackling and controlling the 
games.
Now, four weeks into the 
season, the top teams are pulling 
away. Three teams have played 
without a victory, although so far 
tfmre have been no forfeits.
Game #5 Oct. 8
ADAMS STATE COLLEGE 
NAIA RMA
Time: 1:00 p.m. (MST)
Place: Rex Field, Alamosa, CO 
Head Coach: Jeff Gelser 
1988 Record: 3-1 
1987 Record and Conference 
Standings: 5-6 (including 3 
forfeits), 2nd (including 1 
forfeit)
1987 Starters Returning: 12 
Basic Offense: Multiple Wish­
bone
Basic Defense: Multiple
Continued from  Page 8
good. The more the memer. I 
think we’ll get them back," 
Johnson stated.
‘‘I really feel like the band and 
all the organizations never gave 
up on us. Maybe because they 
had to be there I don’t know. But 
especially when the band plays 
the fight song, that feels great! I 
want everybody to come out,” he 
said.
"Up to now, football has been 
my life. It’s been everything. I'm 
hoping it can continue after I 
leave here. But if it doesn’t. I’ll 
coach. Let’s face it, the NFL is a 
one in a million shot coming from 
a school this size. But I’ll try out 
for anybody I can. A football 
player's dream is to keep on play­
ing. It’s just major important,” 
said Johnson.
Talk continued from Page 7
dorsement means very little to 
them, but I do like it.
Sad about Ben Johnson, isn’t 
it? It’s really a shame that 
something like that has to cast a 
shadow over something as 
treasured as the Olympics. Speak­
ing of those, I’ve been trying and 
trying to keep up with them more. 
I guess we’re third in the amount 
of gold medals acquired. Third 
behind Russia and East Germany. 
Kind of scary, isn’t it?
I' was thumbing through the 
Daily Oklahoman's sports section
last week, and saw a big story 
about boxing. Fearing that it was 
another story on Mike Tyson, I 
quickly tu rn ed  the page. 
However, I was later informed 
that it was an article on an Olym­
pic boxing team. Oh, well.
Our beloved Bulldogs will be 
traveling to Alamosa, CO, this 
weekend. I was visiting with one 
of our administrators the other 
day, and he commented that “ the 
Bulldog’s got it's bite back.” 
Looks like it. Good luck, guys. 1 
know y'all will do well.
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Future te a c h e r  g e t s  gran t
RECIPIENT OF THE PAUL DOUGLAS TEACHER SCHOLAR­
SHIP, Rita Kay Vickery, Elk City freshman at SWOSU at Sayre, spends 
time in the library preparing for classes in teacher education.
The Oklahoma State Regents 
for Higher Education has an­
nounced the selection of 80 
teacher education students for 
Paul Douglas Teacher Scholar­
ships according to Sarah Kelly, 
assistant director of the scholar­
ship program.
Rita Kay Vickery. Elk City 
freshman at SWOSU at Sayre, is 
one of the recipients of a $5,000 
grant for the 1988-89 academic 
year.
The Paul Douglas Teacher 
Scholarship Program (PDTSP) is a 
need-based, federally-funded 
program to provide college 
scholarships to outstanding high 
school graduates and college 
students to enable and encourage 
them to pursue teaching careers 
in all levels of education. Each 
state receives an allotment from 
the federal government to be 
disbursed to such students.
To be elibigle for program par­
ticipation, an applicant must be 
an Oklahoma resident, in the top 
10% of his class; have and main­
tain a 3.0 grade point average; 
and be enrolled full time in an ap­
proved teach er education  
preparation program leading to 
teacher certification in Oklahoma.
In addition, a recipient must
commit to teach in a state school 
on a full-time basis for a period of 
not less than two years for each 
scholarship assistance is receiv­
ed. The teaching obligation must 
be fulfilled within ten years after 
completing the postsecondary 
education degree. If these condi­
tions are not met, the scholarship 
recipient is indebted and must 
repay the grant with interest from 
date of disbursement.
Students may apply for scholar­
ships of up to $5,000 for each 
academic year of postsecondary 
education and may receive a 
scholarship for up to four years. 
Applications should be made as 
soon as possible after January 1. 
The deadline for consideration is 
June 15 of each year.
Mrs. Vickery enrolled at Sayre 
in January 1988 after her job with 
Western Fabricators in Burns Flat 
was terminated. She is hoping to 
specialize in deaf education, 
which she will have to complete at 
O.U. or O.S.U. In the event she 
cannot pursue this course, she 
plans to major in special educa­
tion, finishing at Weatherford.
Rita Kay has a special interest 
in deaf education because her 
grandson, three-year-old J.J. 
Coats is totally deaf. She has
already taken classes in sign 
language last spring on the Sayre 
campus to be able to com­
municate with J.J., who began 
signing when he was 15 months 
old.
His parents. Rita's daughter 
and her husband. Roby and 
Michelle Cogburn. have recently 
taken J.J. to a specialist in 
Winston-Salem. North Carolina. 
It was determined that separate 
surgeries on each ear might allow 
him to gain some hearing. The 
first surgery is scheduled for 
November 3, Rita Kay said.
Since each surgery will cost at 
least $10,000 and $2,500 must be 
available before the first surgery, 
several Elk City service clubs are 
helping raise money for J.J. His 
parents do not have any in­
surance, and the father is recover­
ing from a serious accident. Rita 
Kay is hoping more groups will 
become interested in helping.
Her husband, Roy, works for 
Sewell Brothers, Cordell. They 
have three children and four 
grandchildren.
Rita says her grandchildren are 
her main hobby but she enjoys 
fishing and bowling also. She and 
her husband are also active in the 
Prarieview Baptist Church.
Criminal justice sy stem  d iscussed  by o fficers
IN THE DISTRICT COURTROOM OF BECKHAM COUNTY, 
Associate District Judge Doug Haught (left). Court Clerk Linda Brown 
and District Attorney Tim Israel explain the criminal justice system to 
students at SWOSU at Sayre. Attorney Leon Willsie also participated.
Students enrolled in Tom 
Worley's law class toured the 
judicial offices of the Beckham 
County Courthouse and listened 
to court officials and a local at­
torney discuss the criminal justice 
system in the state of Oklahoma.
Leon Willsie, attorney at law, 
discussed the role of the criminal 
lawyer and outlined the steps of 
the adversary process for SWOSU 
adult students enrolled in "Street 
Law--A Course In Practical Law 
which is offered on the Sayre cam­
pus on Thursday evenings.
The criminal lawyer's job is to 
insure that the rights of the accus­
ed are protected. Mr. Willsie 
stated. “ We are not proving in­
nocence. We are making sure the 
district attorney's office has prov­
ed beyond a reasonable doubt 
that a criminal act was committed 
by the accused.” he added.
“ An individual is under arrest 
whenever his liberties are 
restrained or limited. The officer 
does not have to say, you are 
under arrest. Whenever you are 
restricted from leaving, you are in 
custody and the laws relating to 
custodial interrogation apply. 
Anything the accused says may 
be detrimental to the accused's 
case. Therefore, it is best to not 
say anything until an attorney has 
been notified and is present to ad­
vise you of your rights," Willsie 
stated.
A general overview of the 
criminal justice system was 
presented to the class. The pro­
cedures followed were stated and 
discussed. Each step of the pro­
cess was explained and examples 
were given. What should one do 
when arrested? What happens 
during the booking process? 
What is a bond and how is the 
amount determined? What hap­
pens at a preliminary hearing? 
What does demur to evidence
mean? What is plea bargaining? 
What is a motion to suppress 
evidence? These and many other 
details and procedures performed 
by criminal attorneys to protect 
and defend accused persons were 
discussed.
The steps of a jury trial were 
stated and the role played by the 
criminal attorney during the trial 
were presented. An actual case 
was used to illustrate the pro­
ceedings. Courtroom drama as 
depicted on television has given a 
distorted picture of actual life, 
Mr. Willsie stated.
Associate District Judge Doug 
Haught described the roles of the 
officers of the court. He explained 
the function and jurisdiction of 
municipal courts, state district 
courts, the federal district courts, 
Oklahoma Supreme Court, the 
courts of appeal, and briefly 
described other courts such as the 
tax court. Court of Claims, 
bankruptcy, and Workmen's 
Compensation court. He mention­
ed the most recent case from 
Beckham County to be appealed 
to the United States Supreme 
Court.
The small claims court was also 
discussed. This court has jurisdic­
tion over any civil dispute w'here 
the amount does not exceed 
$1,500. This is the People’s 
Court. Anyone having a civil pro­
blem can contact the Court 
Clerk's Office where forms can be 
completed to file their case. The 
individual does not have to be 
represented by an attorney in 
Small Claims Court.
Beckham. Roger Mills, Custer, 
Greer, Harmon and Ellis counties 
are included in this district court. 
Judge Goodwin is the presiding 
judge who assigns cases to 
various associate judges. Each 
county has an associate district 
judge. Since the judge who
presides at the preliminary hear­
ing in a felony case cannot preside 
at the trial of that case, associate 
judges often try in other counties 
through-out the district. All 
misdemeanor cases are heard bv 
the associate district judge of that 
county. Civil cases are assigned 
by the presiding judge. Juvenile 
cases and mental cases are closed 
to the public. Anyone can observe 
court proceedings of all other 
cases being tried.
Trial De Novo, change of 
venue, stare decisis, precedent, 
petition information and other 
legal terms were discussed 
throughout Judge H aught’s 
presentation. In addition, he took 
the group on a tour of the various 
rooms comprising the law library 
at the local courthouse. Each set 
of books was described and
techniques for using them were 
explained. Students were given 
various volumes to examine so 
that future legal research could be 
accomplished by them.
Various legal questions were 
asked by the students and ex­
plained by Judge Haught. Assis­
tant District Attorney Tim Israel, 
and Court Clerk Linda Brown. 
Tim Israel explained the role of 
the District Attorney's Office 
after Linda Brown outlined the 
duties of her office.
The keeper of the records of the 
district court, treasurer, and 
secretary for the court are some of 
the functions performed by the 
Court Clerk's Office. In addition, 
passports, marriage license, 
divorce papers, beverage license, 
bingo license and probate matters 
all flow through this office, Linda
Brown explained. Small claims, 
notary, adoptions, juvenile pro­
ceedings, and mental health hear­
ings are other facets of the work. 
Forms for filing small claims and 
serving notices are secured front 
the Court Clerks Office. Jury 
selection is now performed by 
computers from Oklahoma City by 
using driver’s license registration 
information. There could be a fine 
for improper address on one's 
driver’s license. Individuals 
might make sure their address is 
current by going to the local tag 
agent to get this simple correction 
made timely, Linda Brown added.
The states' lawyer in criminal 
cases is the District Attorney. Tim 
Israel explained. " We are state 
employees and are not free at­
torneys for everyone. Traffic 
violations cited by the Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol, misdemeanor 
cases, felony cases, mental health 
cases, and juvenile cases are all a 
part of our work. In addition, Tom 
Pixton operates the Child Support 
Division of the District Attorney’s 
Office. "We would rather put 
guilty people on the streets than 
put one innocent person in jail." 
Tim Israel stated. "We do not 
turn criminals loose but the com­
plicated system which is designed 
to protect the innocent, often 
allows individuals to slip through 
the system due to some techni­
cality. There are no simple 
answers to the complex problems 
adjudicated by the adversary pro­
cess.” he concluded.
"These presentations of the 
real world has helped our 
students to better understand 
how our criminal justice system 
actually works," Tom Worley, in­
structor, said. “ We appreciate 
their willingness to help SWOSU 
students to better understand 
everyday law,” Tom Worley con­
cluded.
